with the introduction of diesel engines, the railway company no longer had a use for the community and left it to slowly stagnate. In his study Cottrell found that the business and professional people who paid the greatest costs in terms of economic change retained all the myths of the market system-such as "the price of one's labor is the appropriate measure of his worth;" "hard work and deferred gratification bring rewards;" "welfare and cooperation are morally wrong."
Ironically, given the ecological and resource base of the town, the only means for its persistence has been a form of long-distance welfarism. As Cottrell ( 1972: 84) It is best to permit the people to divide their lands for themselves-not in a way by which each man may take what he pleases for himself, but by providing methods by which these settlers may organize and mutually protect each other from the rapacity of individuals. The lands, as lands, are of but slight value, as they cannot be used for ordinary agricultural purposes, i.e. the cultivation of crops; but their value consists in the scant grasses which they spontaneously produce, and these values can be made available only by the use of the waters necessary for the subsistence of stock, and that necessary for the small amount of irrigable land which should be attached to the several parturage farms. Thus, practically, all values inhere in the water, and an equitable division of the waters can be made only by a wise system of parceling the lands, and the people in organized bodies can well be trusted with these rights, while individuals could not thus be trusted. had one of the nation's best freshwater supplies. But it is beginning to dry out on the western end (Bird, 1972 More slowly we will learn that land is more than a commodity.
